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What is composting?

Decomposition happens in 
nature. 

When humans work to 
manage the decomposition 
process, we call it 
composting.



W.H.Y. compost?

● Waste Reduction
● Horticulture Use
● Your Wallet



NYC Residential Waste Audit 2023





Food Scrap Collection with Town of Eden

● Develop Organics Management Plan: guiding strategies, 
hands-on involvement, and support for diverting food

● Provide resources for education and infrastructure for 
successful program

● Recruit, train, and coordinate community volunteers



Prior Experience & Successes
Screen Shot 2025-05-27 at 9.39.50 AM.png

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NI-DbJArvkc&list=PL9edX0BqihjfRzi9is04mFaWX9EkbJkNw


Prior Experience & Successes
Town of Amherst (NY) Food Scrap Drop-off Program

The Town of Amherst (NY) Food Scrap Drop-off Program began at the Williamsville Farmer's Market in the summer of 2019. At a monthly Recycling and Waste Committee meeting, Sashti Balasundaram, founder of WeRadiate addressed the need for a local drop-off location. With the support of the local government and volunteers, the program has been running successfully for four years diverting residential organic material into local processing sites.

The Williamsville Farmer's Market runs from May to October every year at the Amherst Town Hall. Come see us!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NI-DbJArvkc


Questions & Next Steps

Meeting with Key Stakeholders:

● Secure Support  

● Discuss options for Pilot program

Tyler Hamilton  |  Sashti Balasundaram
Erie County WeRadiate Inc.

tyler.hamilton@erie.gov sashti@weradiate.com

716-858-4813 716-464-2628



NYS Food Donation & Food Scraps 
Recycling Law

● Passed in 2019

● Large Generators (>2 tons / week) must:
○ Donate all edible food
○ Recycle remaining food scraps IF within 25 miles of 

organics facility 

Food Donation And Food Scraps Recycling Law - NYSDEC

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/recycling-composting/organic-materials-management/food-donation-scraps-recycling-law


2022 NYS Annual Report

● 629 of 874 entities reported (~72% reporting rate)

● Food Donated: 36,746,680 lbs = 44,096,016 meals
● Food Recycled: 532,936,000 lbs



Funding Opportunities 

● Consolidated Funding Application is now open

● NYS Climate Smart Communities grant applications are 
due July 31, 2025

● 2 informational webinars on June 9 and July 14 2025-
CFA-Resources-Available.pdf

https://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-04/2025-CFA-Resources-Available.pdf
https://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-04/2025-CFA-Resources-Available.pdf
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